
 

 
Memphis Fast Forward Steering Committee 

 
The Steering Committee is a group of leaders representing the major public and private sector 
investors in the economic growth initiative known as Memphis Fast Forward. These individuals 
have supported the convening, fundraising and public policy advocacy for the four major 
planning efforts of Memphis Fast Forwa d, which include: MemphisED, Operation Safe 
Community, PeopleFirst! and Government Efficiency. 
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The role of the Steering Committee is to raise public and private funds for the plans; monitor 
and report progress to the community; oversee the MemphisED plan funding ‘pool’ and redirect 
funding in the event satisfactory progress is not being made; advocate for the public policy 
agendas of the respective plans; and annually consider any recommendations for changes to 
the plans suggested by the respective Advisory Councils. 
 
• Managing Co-Chair: Memphis Tomorrow Chair, Gary Shorb, Methodist Healthcare CEO 
• Co-Chair: City of Memphis Mayor, W.W. Herenton 
• Co-Chair: Shelby County Mayor, A C Wharton 
• Co-Chair: Memphis Regional Chamber Chair, Tom Schmitt, CEO, FedEx Global Supply Chain 

Services 
• City of Memphis, City Council Chair, Scott McCormick 
• Shelby County, County Commission Chair, David Lillard 
• Tennessee Commissioner of Economic and Community Development, Matt Kisber 
• AutoZone Chair and CEO, Bill Rhodes 
• FedEx Chair and CEO, Fred Smith 
• Baptist Memorial Health Care CEO, Steve Reynolds 
• Federal Reserve Bank President, Martha Perine Beard 
• Hyde Foundation Chair, Pitt Hyde 
• The Commercial Appeal Publisher, Joe Pepe 
• Pinnacle Airlines CEO, Phil Trenary 
• Germantown Mayor Sharon Goldsworthy (representing suburban municipal mayors) 
• Bartlett Mayor Keith McDonald (representing suburban municipal mayors) 

Staffing: Memphis Tomorrow 


